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Foreign Minister Lavrov: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, colleagues. We appreciate our annual meetings that give an opportunity to have a more detailed talk than during a year about the outcomes of previous-year foreign policy activities and about what awaits us in the year that has set in. 

We have striven and will continue to strive to ensure that our foreign policy rests on a firm basis of comprehensible national interests, on the basis of pragmatism and common sense and that it is a real-life policy. In our foreign policy we’ve got no ideology. We are satisfied that our principled approaches to how to build foreign policy activities find broad understanding and gain currency in the world. They are, first and foremost, pragmatism, a multi-vector approach, and the willingness to cooperate with everyone who is ready for this, and to uphold our national interests firmly, but without any confrontation. 

We are also pleased to see that our assessments of the international situation are not only borne out by the course of events, but are also shared by an ever larger number of countries. It is particularly important that, within the country, the agreement keeps growing stronger about the goals of Russian foreign policy and Russian diplomacy. This was again attested during the December elections for the State Duma. 

Our country has over the last eight years under President Putin strengthened its statehood, is modernizing its economy, tackling extensive social tasks and ensuring its security more effectively, particularly through participation in broad international cooperation. And in fact for the first time in history we’ve got the ability and resolve, the financial resources to cope with all these tasks simultaneously and rely in the process upon the new condition of Russia, which is also ready to bear greater responsibility in international affairs. 

We have been strengthening our positions in the global economy and in global finances; we’ve also been strengthening our positions as a donor country of international development, and of course, a strong piece of evidence of the recognition of our achievements has been the decisions to hold the 2012 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Vladivostok and the 2014 Winter Olympic Games in Sochi. 

So that we have, by our estimate, a solid foundation on whose basis the Russian leadership has formulated our foreign policy strategy, which corresponds to the vital national interests of the country and the requirements of this stage of world development, and the essence of this stage – I think now there is no need to make the case for that any longer – is an objectively emerging multipolarity. 

We have no hostile intentions against anyone, against any country. We focus, yes, I repeat that once again, we focus on cooperation with all who are ready for this, and this openness of Russia to the outside world is in full accord with the world view of our citizens. And from this vantage point we are going to conduct affairs with all our international partners in the future as well. Of course, we’re ready to cooperate only on a basis of full equality, on a basis of mutual consideration of interests, of mutual benefit, on a basis of joint analysis of existing problems and on a basis of jointly elaborated and jointly implemented decisions. 

We are for strengthening the collective legal principles in international affairs. This also corresponds to the requirements of globalization. Although, of course, the relapses of bloc policy and of ideologized approaches, the attempts to impose a confrontational scenario in this or that region of the world, the attempts to remilitarize world politics – although, of course, all this takes place, we strongly believe that it runs counter to the mainline trend in international relations. After all, a striving for collective action, for reliance upon international law, is more consistent with the tasks of the day and with the development interests of all mankind. 

The lingering contradictions in world affairs should be resolved on the basis of honest, direct and frank talks. That was the message of the President of Russia as he spoke last February in Munich. We are convinced that without such open discussions it won’t be possible to reach intellectually valid, realistic, generally acceptable approaches to the solution of pressing global problems, to which belong continued international counter-terrorism efforts, the necessity to prevent any possible spread of weapons of mass destruction, as well as global poverty, climate change and many other issues. And in this regard, the choice is very simple: either each stands for himself or we act jointly. As I already said, we have made our choice. We will always be ready for joint action based on the principles I’ve mentioned, but when the partners are rejecting such joint action, we’ll have, of course, to take decisions ourselves, proceeding, above all, from our national interests, but always, which I want to especially stress, on the basis of international law. 

As I already said, we regard the emerging multipolarity and the objective growth of the role of multilateral diplomacy as the key tendencies of contemporary development. All this suggests that tackling the issues of strategic stability cannot remain the exclusive sphere of relations between Russia and the United States any more. Objectively the time has come to open the framework of relations in the area of strategic stability for other states, primarily European, in order to ensure common security. This is the exact meaning of the invitation to widen the framework of the discussion on strategic stability; it’s the exact meaning of our proposals with regard to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, the ABM Treaty and the Treaty on Intermediate- and Shorter-Range Missiles. 

In the new year among key tasks we single out, first of all, the necessity of qualitatively transforming the entire European security architecture, of ridding it of the victory in the Cold War ideology (such relapses still exist after all) and of creating a contemporary open system of collective security. We perceive special risks in 2008 in the attempts to undermine international legality. The entire history of mankind proves that the breaches of the legal space, whether within a state or in international relations, have the most serious, adverse and very long-term consequences, which, as a rule, are very hard to predict. But whatever the circumstances – I’ll say it again – we will not allow ourselves to be involved in a confrontation on any issue. We see no reason for that. We will always pursue a well-balanced, unifying policy, advance a positive agenda on key issues in international relations, suggest constructive alternatives to the solution of existing problems and do everything to prevent a split of the world on civilizational grounds. 

We do not try to impose our point of view on anyone, nor do we intend to get involved in informational wars. We are always ready, I’ll stress it once more, for a frank and honest dialogue with all the partners, but, of course, simultaneously in the new year we will be doing all we can to satisfy the legitimate demand of the Russian and international public for objective information about Russia and about our foreign policy. I count on the present meeting to be helpful in this regard. With this I would like to conclude my opening remarks and am ready to answer your questions.

