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TRANSCRIPT OF REMARKS AND
REPLIES TO MEDIA QUESTIONS
by the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey Lavrov
at the joint press conference with the U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
Moscow, May 15, 2007
760-15-05-2007
Foreign Minister Lavrov: Today ends the action-packed visit of US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to Russia. Many meetings with members of the Russian leadership took place, including today’s meeting with Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia. As the chief outcome of the visit I want to stress the confirmation by the United States of America and Russia of our commitment to partnership.

We discussed the work program that the Presidents outlined during their last meeting. We have a concrete list of tasks approved by them, which have a great significance not only for the two states, but also for the international community as a whole, because they concern many things having a direct relationship to security and the development of all countries of the world. They are the nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction, the fight against international terrorism, drug trafficking and organized crime, and the promotion of more effective, safer methods of developing peaceful nuclear energy.

Based on the accord reached by Presidents Putin and George Bush last year in St. Petersburg, work is under way to combine the initiatives of the two leaders that must eventually help develop nuclear energy for the benefit of all the states honestly and conscientiously fulfilling their obligations under the NPT Treaty and simultaneously lower the risks of nuclear weapons falling into wrong hands.

Another initiative of the two Presidents, concerning forming a global coalition to combat nuclear terrorism, is also being actively realized. More than 30 states have already joined it, and the number of those wishing to take part in it is growing. We agreed to actively continue forming this important coalition, which, undoubtedly, will enable all states to feel more secure.

We continue dialoguing on strategic stability issues. Our representatives are closely working on what to replace the START Treaty, which expires in 2009, with.

We are also grateful to the US for the support of Russia’s line on integration into world economic structures. As you know, bilateral negotiations on Russia’s accession to the WTO are already over. US President Bush has confirmed his support for the soonest completion of the multilateral negotiations. We hope that they will soon be held successfully. We are also grateful to the US for the support of the start of negotiations on Russia’s accession to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. We expect that the decision will already be made in Paris tomorrow.

Besides, Russia is keen to join the Asian Development Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank. In this regard we also count on interaction with our American partners.

Having today discussed all these matters, we also examined international problems: the Middle East, where we are partners in the Quartet, and Kosovo, where our positions do not yet coincide. But of course this work needs to be continued, in order to arrive at a solution which suits everybody. Above all, as we in Russia believe, at a solution which will be acceptable both to the leaders in Pristina and to the leaders in Belgrade.

We have quite a few other themes of an international character. Practically any regional or international situation is an object of our cooperation and engagement and of our exchange of views.

In conclusion I will say that today at the meeting with the President of the Russian Federation an agenda for the present year was agreed, along with a schedule of contacts at the highest level. I shall particularly note that Condoleezza Rice stressed, and this was actively backed up by President Putin, the necessity not to allow Russian-American relations and the Russian-American partnership to become hostage to the pre-election cycles which are beginning in both countries. This is our common understanding, our common task. That’s the way we’re going to conduct our affairs in the coming period.

Question: Can you explain what underlies the relatively harsh rhetoric that Russia and the US exchanged these past few months?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: I do not think that the position of Moscow towards the US in the last few months can be described as hostile rhetoric. I think that it will be more correct to regard the statements that apparently prompted your question as an invitation to a more frank dialogue on all themes. First and foremost, on the issues on which our positions diverge. Such issues will always be there, and the Secretary of State said about this; there are no two big countries between which a complete, absolute harmony exists.

Moscow invites the US to have our cooperation extend not only to the spheres where we have already reached agreement, where our interests coincide, but also embrace the fields where our interests diverge. This is the kind of dialogue that Russia invites. It seems to me that at the level of our Presidents that understanding is there. Understanding that instances will always exist where the positions will be incompatible. But it is extremely important to honestly state our views to each other, strive to understand each other, and in the situations where even this will not help make the positions compatible, promote one’s own line in such a way as not to harm the partner’s interests. That’s what it is all about. One may, of course, bury complex problems deep under the carpet and not talk about them, but surely that will not be a partnership anymore, but something else. We want to be true partners with the US, and I hope that’s reciprocal.

I would also like to add with regard to missile defense. I fully support what the Secretary of State said about the need to think about the threats ahead together. That’s what we suggest and believe that a joint analysis of the threats is the starting point which will enable us to reach a common denominator and common agreement. I expect the planned contacts to be dedicated just to this.

Question: The summit in Samara is approaching. How do you assess the fact that relations between Russia and the European Union, which are, of course, very important both for Europe as a whole and for the international community, are becoming hostage to the position of one of the European countries?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Although I risk running up against critical analysis by journalists, I want to recall an episode when President Yeltsin met with President Clinton in the US. Journalists asked the Presidents why relations between Russia and the US were approaching a catastrophic boundary. The late President Yeltsin replied: There is no catastrophe in the relations; it is you, journalists, who are a catastrophe. President Clinton burst into such loud laughter that it was difficult to suspect him of an unnatural reaction. Later the press criticized Yeltsin for his such harsh treatment of it.

I do not want to apply the same term to what is presently occurring in the media coverage of relations between Russia and the West. I want to say that the crisis about which the journalists are talking largely bears an artificially created character. We are not going to interfere in the European Union’s internal procedures. The European Union itself decided on the principles for its functioning and on its enlargement. I am convinced that the European Union will itself cope with the problems that it has.

Of course, we are interested in seeing Europe, as Henry Kissinger once put it, have “one telephone number” and “speak with one voice.” The sooner our European colleagues manage to arrange true coordination, the more effective I think will be cooperation with the European Union by the Russian Federation as well as by the United States, because the United States has its own advanced dialogue with the European Union – there was a summit in Washington only recently.

Question: The United States and Russia have not reached agreement as to the US proposal on missile defense. What threat is contained in this for bilateral relations? What can be done to prevent this from adversely affecting relations between the countries?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: I think that we can divide this question into two parts. There is the military-strategic part. In questions of military-strategic stability there are its own immutable laws – actions, counteractions, defensive, offensive systems. These laws operate regardless of how somebody would like to see this or that situation. The military has its own duty – to figure out threats and take countermeasures. This scheme operated, is operating and will continue to operate. It also operated in the previous times when strategic stability was being disturbed, when NATO was enlarging, when the CFE Treaty did not succeed in entering into force in its adapted form, and when the US was withdrawing from the bilateral ABM Treaty. The other side took the reciprocal steps that enabled it in the understanding it had to restore, maintain and preserve strategic stability. This is the military-strategic aspect of the problem. I repeat it, there are its own laws here, which continue to operate.

The other side, about which the Secretary of State said, is politics and strategic relations, if you like. Their own laws also operate here. They are based on reality. The realities that exist in the world are inevitably taken into consideration by responsible politicians. The reality is such that Russia and the US inevitably have to be, and will remain, partners if both countries become aware of their responsibility for the destinies of the world, for the nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction and for the struggle against international terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crime. If we become aware of our responsibility for the sustainable development of the world economy and the economies of individual regions. I am convinced, I sense it that such responsibility is present on both sides.

The differences in our approaches towards some or other aspects of the developments in the world situation will persist; in some or other questions this will inevitably show itself: we are two countries too big to regard everything completely identically. But we are also too big to try to build our strategic line in relations with each other on the basis of individual, even if very important, but nevertheless individual problems. President Putin and President Bush see the perspective strategically. Today at the meeting of the Secretary of State with the President of Russia the talk was also about this. We are convinced that both our administrations must reinforce the foundation created, so that after the elections both in Russia and in the US those who will come into the Kremlin and the White House continue work on a solid foundation. Both sides have that understanding.

Question: You spoke of minimizing the areas of disagreement. Did you manage to find a common position, that is reduce the differences over the status of Kosovo? What will happen if Russia resorts to its veto power as a member of the UN Security Council on a draft resolution on Kosovo?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Of course, we have as one of the tasks in our relations what you said about, notably – to minimize the degree of our differences. I think that today, perhaps, as regards Kosovo this did not occur. But that our understanding of the positions of each other has widened and deepened – I think that’s correct and one can say so.

Again, a clearer understanding of the positions of each other does not mean that we agree. But at least we see the arguments and the consequences which either party presumes for itself in the event of a particular outcome. Our stand on Kosovo, which Russian President Putin has clearly confirmed today, rests on international law, on the Charter of the United Nations, on the Helsinki Final Act of the OSCE and on the Rome Declaration of 2002, when the Russia-NATO Council was created five years ago. This Declaration reiterates the commitment of all the NATO participants and Russia to conscientiously observe our obligations under international law, under the UN Charter and under the Helsinki Final Act. Our stand also rests on UNSC resolution 1244. The US is convinced that there is no way other than approval of the Ahtisaari plan. Russia is convinced that there is no way other than the continuation of negotiations between Pristina and Belgrade. Today we frankly and honestly stated our arguments to each other. They were heard and, of course, will help build our relations more trustfully, in particular on this problem. Although so far they did not help bring our positions closer, this was a very useful conversation, a useful discussion anyway.
