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Esteemed Global Forum Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to convey to you on behalf of the President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, that he highly appreciates your decision to take part in the work of the Forum, which was created at Russia's initiative in accordance with the decisions of the G8 St. Petersburg Summit. 

Governments and business circles are natural allies in the task of repulsing global terrorist threats. For effective realization of such partnerships an appropriate political and organizational format is required. The antiterrorist G8 initiative is the one to achieve this aim. Of particular importance is the principal document being submitted to your discretion - a Strategy for Partnerships Between Governments and Businesses to Counter Terrorism. We expect that it will be adopted upon conclusion of our work. 

Cooperation between governments and businesses based on the rule of law and respect for human rights must become a substantial addition in the contemporary antiterrorist endeavor, and lead to the creation of a new, powerful stratum of the antiterrorist coalition. 

President Putin asked me to stress that, in his conviction, the realization of the initiative, which was put forward by the G8, must presuppose elaboration and implementation of effective projects to increase the antiterrorist protectedness of people, society and the economies of states. An important reserve is the involvement in antiterrorist efforts of companies which work in the media and advertising business. We all need to win the struggle for hearts and minds and put an end to the campaign of hatred and lies being pursued by terrorists and their accomplices against all of us, and their advocacy of an ideology of terror. The President wishes us all successful work. Hopefully that's exactly how we will arrange our discussion and achieve results at the end of this first Forum. 

We presume that security today is indivisible as never before, and that only by the joint efforts of all governments and the entire civil society, including, of course, business, is it possible to counter the global threat of terrorism effectively. 

Our Forum is opening up a new and very promising direction in international antiterrorist cooperation. 

Present in this hall are the high representatives of the G8 member countries, senior officials from international organizations actively involved in antiterrorist efforts, and a large group of authoritative leaders of world business. When Russia was putting forward its initiative at the St. Petersburg Summit, we counted precisely on such weighty participation simultaneously of government and business entities. At the initial stage, we have to arrange a systemic dialogue between government entities and private companies, and moreover both on the general themes of antiterrorist engagement - for example, the questions of assessments and capabilities for prevention of terrorist threats or elimination of the consequences of terrorist acts - and on concrete projects in a specific branch of the economy, and perhaps also in terms of individual significant enterprises. 

Reliable and effective antiterrorist partnerships between governments and businesses are only possible on a foundation of complete voluntariness, mutual trust and complementary responsibility as well as given a clear understanding of the tasks of both government entities and business circles. 

In the course of the realization of our initiative and preparations for today's Forum thorough consultations, expert meetings and international seminars were held and this was a permanent theme on the agenda of many bilateral contacts. 

An important event was the expert meeting held near Moscow on October 11,2006, under the aegis of the G8 on concrete public-private antiterrorist partnership projects, that assembled about 200 participants - equally from the G8 states and international business. It examined about twenty interesting proposals on specific ways to consolidate joint counteraction against terrorism. A number of these proposals merit high appraisal and active practical elaboration. 

Our principal task today is to arrange a broad systemic dialogue between government bodies, private companies and their associations across concrete sectors of the economy and by projects. We probably should begin with priority areas from the viewpoint of the presence of terrorist risks, such as transport, energy, cyberspace, the financial sector and other critically important elements of infrastructure. 

We expect that as energetic and enterprising people, constantly focused on the practical realization of their plans, businesspeople are really able to formulate fresh approaches to the struggle against terrorism, approaches prompted by life and stemming from practical work experience and from a real understanding of the situation. 

In turn, governments are required to provide more information and guidelines for business regarding concrete aspects of the terrorist threat and what the governments are already doing as well as the already-adopted methods to counter and prevent terrorist activities. 

One of the chief objectives of the G8 initiative is to create a political and organizational platform of high quality, which the President especially stressed. Suggested for this purpose, as you know, is our joint document - the Strategy for Partnerships Between Governments and Businesses to Counter Terrorism. 

The strategy is simultaneously a collection of aims and principles of cooperation and an invitation to a professional dialogue on subsequent practical steps and mechanisms for joint counteraction against terror. It is clear that the proposed mechanisms must be flexible and effective. 

It is presumed that interested government entities and private companies will be elaborating projects in concrete spheres and choosing schemes for their realization. Some projects will certainly be developed in the format of the entire G8 and others are more likely to fall under the competence of other international structures - for example, such as ICAO, IMO and FATF. 

The initiative, undoubtedly, will be expanded geographically. We have a keen interest in this. There are already applications coming in to us from non-G8 states. The range of interested private companies is certainly going to widen as well. 

I would like to especially note the role in support of our initiative that Russian business has played. At all stages we relied in a partner-like way upon our colleagues from business circles. 

A couple of words on the organization of our further work. 

The present first plenary session will be dedicated to the already available projects, which the representatives of companies and government structures will tell us about, particularly with due regard for the series of roundtables held here yesterday, which I understand were highly productive. 

I propose that we establish that speeches will be up to seven minutes in duration. 

As for today's second plenary meeting after a break, it could be dedicated to putting forward and discussing new, previously unpresented ideas. 

We plan to conclude the work tomorrow at 13.00 by the adoption of a Strategy for Partnerships Between Governments and Businesses to Counter Terrorism. 

