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Foreign Minister Lavrov: Good afternoon, dear friends and colleagues. One more year has elapsed, it was a very important year for Russian foreign policy. For Russia it was marked by further strengthening of the country. That of course broadened the opportunities for our foreign policy strategy. We have sought to make it dynamic and aimed at creating additional favorable conditions necessary for pursuing further internal transformations.

We have sought to promote our national interests. Let me stress that we do not separate them from the interests of the world community and we structure our foreign policy work in such a way as to make sure that our country is perceived in the world as a reliable and predictable ally and partner in counteracting the threats and challenges of the 21st century. That's international terrorism, drug trafficking, organized crime, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, epidemics, poverty and development problems as a whole.

We believe that one of the highlights of the past year was the 2005 Summit held in New York in September during which all the states unanimously confirmed their commitment to the United Nations, the fundamental goals and principles of its charter and adopted an agreed agenda for further work. Of course, last year we paid special attention to the celebrations in Moscow of the 60th Anniversary of Victory over fascism. The meetings held in the Russian capital which had attracted an unprecedented number of participants convincingly proved the relevance of the experience of the anti-Hitler coalition in the present-day conditions when all of us, the whole world community, are again facing the challenge, this time on the part of international terrorism.

Like in the years of the Second World War, we are to be untied if we are to be successful. In this connection, we have paid special attention to the task of further building up the capacity of the counterterrorist coalition, and the past year had seen some important milestones along that road. I would note first of all, the Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism which was opened for signing during the 2005 Summit, and the first to sign it were the presidents of the Russian Federation and the United States.

Let me also single out Security Council Resolution 1624 which was also passed during the 2005 Summit in New York and which criminalized incitement to terrorism. That vests all of us with special responsibility, not only those who hold office, but also the public, the civil society, including the mass media.

There was a summit in Kazan which marked the start of the reform of the Commonwealth of Independent States as a structure that all its participants need to discuss common problems on implementing practical projects in the areas in which the interests of the CIS members are shared.

The multi-level and varying-speed integration has taken shape on the space of the CIS in various formats. Uzbekistan has joined EurAsEC, the process of integration within the Common Economic Space has moved forward, the Collective Security Treaty Organization has been strengthened. The signing of the Treaty on Allied Relations between Russia and Uzbekistan creates prerequisites for taking our relations with Tashkent to a qualitatively new level. The treaty with the Republic of Kazakhstan on the Russian-Kazakhstan state border has been signed, ratified and has already come into force. This will ensure the country's security on the longest stretch of our land border.

I would like to make a special note of the signing in Kazan of the agreement on humanitarian cooperation of the CIS states which lays the foundation for strengthening the common humanitarian space of the CIS, which is arguably the main heritage of all the peoples of the former Soviet Union.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization has been growing stronger. India, Pakistan and Iran have become observers to that structure. In the framework of our relations with the European Union four road maps have been adopted on common spaces, it has been agreed to facilitate visa formalities and sign an agreement on readmission. Our relations with NATO have been growing more mature and more structured, the standard of operational interaction with that organization in the fight against terrorism, against the Afghan narcotics threat and crisis response has been upgraded.

The OSCE Foreign Ministers Council in Ljubljana in December of last year agreed an entire package of important, target-oriented decisions, among which I would single out the decision to launch a reform of the organization in order to make it more transparent, more understandable and more accountable to its member states.

Our relations of strategic partnership with Germany, France and Italy have kept up a positive momentum, dialogue with Belgium, Spain, the Netherlands and many other European states is developing actively.

The signing of the Agreement on Building the North European Gas Pipeline has contributed to the creation of a common energy space in Europe, to ensuring the energy security of the continent.

Russian-American relations remain a substantial element in maintaining world and regional stability. Several meetings of presidents took place. There are regular contacts at ministerial level. The existence of differences between us on certain issues, there will always be differences and we are used to this, it is characteristic of relations of any two countries. However, this does not prevent the development and strengthening interaction on the broadest range of themes of the international agenda, including counterterrorism, nonproliferation of mass destruction weapons and, of course, the development of intensive bilateral ties.
Russia is actively participating in various integration associations and dialogue forms in the Asia-Pacific Region, including APEC. The first Russia-ASEAN summit took place in Kuala Lumpur. President Putin has also addressed the founding meeting of the East Asian Community. New qualitative changes have occurred in our bilateral ties with the leading countries of Asia, above all China and India. The issue of the Russian-Chinese border has been finally settled. Political dialogue is also developing in the three-party format between Russia, India and China. During President Putin's visit to Tokyo, in spite of the remaining fundamental differences of approach to the issue of the signing of a peace treaty, the possibilities of building up mutually beneficial Russian-Japanese cooperation in various areas were confirmed and concrete new decisions in this field have been made. On Middle Eastern affairs, we have taken part in efforts to resolve the interconnected tasks of forming friendly relations with all the countries in the region and in the settlement of the conflicts there.
An important highlight was the obtaining by Russia of the status of observer with the Organization of the Islamic Conference. We see this as recognition of the high level of relations between Russia and the Islamic world, as recognition of our country's role in maintaining accord between civilizations. Our cooperation with Latin American and African countries and their integration associations develops upward.

So, on the whole I think this year was positive for Russia from the foreign policy point of view. Our international position strengthened irrespective of the political situation. I think this was largely helped by such fundamental principles of our foreign policy as pragmatism, multi-vector nature, national interests underlying our foreign policy, and the rejection of confrontation in defending our interests. It's noteworthy that to our best knowledge more and more countries in the world adhere to the same principles. As a result, the number of countries that share the same views as we do has increased in the world. Naturally, problems were and still are, and we are not going to hush them up. There is no such thing as a complete lack of problems, but I am convinced that the overall vector of international development matched our assessments and approaches. This year Russia will hold presidency in the Group of Eight, the Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers, the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization, and the Arctic Council. There is a lot of work to be done. So, we do hope for further active cooperation with our foreign partners and, of course, with the press. Now I am ready to answer your questions.
