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President Vladimir Putin met with
U.S. President George W.Bush
Busan (Republic of Korea)
November 18, 2005
During the meeting, which lasted more than an hour and took place in a very warm and friendly atmosphere, the two Presidents discussed the Iranian nuclear programme, the situation in Syria, progress towards a settlement on the Korean Peninsula, combined efforts in the fight against international terrorism and a number of issues concerning bilateral relations. 

Mr Putin and Mr Bush noted that Russia and the United States share common positions in many respects regarding the North Korean nuclear issue. Both leaders emphasised the need for negotiations on the North Korean and Iranian nuclear issues. 

Mr Putin and Mr Bush discussed in detail their joint efforts in the fight against terrorism and underscored the need for practical cooperation between their two countries in this area. 

Mr Putin thanked his U.S. counterpart for his efforts to facilitate Russia’s rapid accession to the World Trade Organisation. The two Presidents noted that there are still some outstanding issues in this area but that the two countries have a general understanding on how to resolve them and that talks on Russia’s accession to the WTO are useful and substantial in nature. 

The two leaders briefly discussed the situation in Iraq. 

Mr Putin also informed Mr Bush about his visit to Turkey the previous day. 

Mr Putin noted that this meeting with the U.S. President was the continuation of a regular and ongoing dialogue. This was the fifth bilateral meeting between the Russian and U.S. Presidents this year. 

Beginning of the Meeting with U.S. President George W.Bush

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN: Good afternoon, Mr President. 

Allow me to offer my warmest greetings to you and your colleagues. 

I have the impression of not even having parted from some of your colleagues and it is very pleasing that we have this kind of ongoing contact in practically all areas of our bilateral relations and in international issues. 

I am especially pleased to have this opportunity to meet with you at the start of our work here, in Korea, because you have already been in the region a while and will be able to update me on what is happening here. 

Thank you. 

U.S. PRESIDENT GEORGE W.BUSH: Thank you, Vladimir, for us being able to hold this meeting. I always like to have a good discussion with you. Yes, you are right; we do have very good relations. We value your advice and the sincerity of our relations. Once again, thank you. 

