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Unofficial translation from Russian

TRANSCRIPT OF REMARKS
by Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey Lavrov
on the Occasion of the Handing Over of the Signature Lists to the Beslan Appeal
to the Representatives of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania
Moscow, September 1, 2005
1795-01-09-2005

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Dear Larisa Batyrbekovna*,

Dear friends,

We have gathered on this memorable tragic day – the day when the inhuman monsters seized the building of School No. 1 in Beslan with children, parents and teachers. Today a period of remembrance begins of all these events, including today and tomorrow and the third of September, when the whole country sympathized, railed and mourned. That tragic period, primarily for the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania, constituted one of sorrow for the entire country and, simultaneously, showed once again that in the struggle against terror, first, one cannot act alone, and secondly, double standards are impermissible. It confirmed all of us, and first and foremost the people who felt keenly what had happened to their loved ones, relatives and friends in our belief that there was no other option but to fight this evil daily, that we could not weaken and forget that the struggle against terrorist acts must be waged by everyday efforts to eradicate the conditions for these people to appear and be able to carry out their filthy undertakings. We got an understanding that it was only possible to act jointly, on the basis of uniform approaches and of a categorical non-acceptance of any forms of terrorism under whatever slogans these acts might be performed. It was probably this understanding of the commonality of the interests of all people of the world that prompted the residents of Beslan in the middle of this year to address to the world public their Beslan Appeal, calling upon everybody to rally in the fight against terror, and to send to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs a request to pass this Appeal around to foreign colleagues, call on them to join it and express their solidarity with the high principles and ideals which are embodied in this Appeal. Our Ministry responded to this request at once. All our ambassadors in foreign countries were charged to convey this Appeal to the publics, governments and parliaments of the host countries. The response was very impressive; 830,000 people from 112 countries of the world put their signatures on the Appeal: many heads of governments and parliaments, members of prominent public organizations. I shall hand over the signature lists to you today, as well as the document in which we have summed up this entire work which was carried out on the Beslan public's initiative. I can say that all our diplomats who were involved in this matter really put their hearts and souls into what they were doing and once again felt how important the efforts are which we must all of us undertake together, promoting exactly the collective approaches in the struggle against terror.

Today, as I hand over these signature lists and this document, I want to ask you, Larisa Batyrbekovna, to once more convey to all the residents of Beslan, especially all those who lost their loved ones, relatives and friends, our condolences and the words of compassion and sympathy.

*
L.B.Khabitsova, Chairperson of the Parliament of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania
